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UNIVERSITY OF COLCMEBO
Students Union By-Law No. 1 of 1982

A B}:Law made by the Council of the University of Colombo under Section 135 and Section 112(3)
 of'the Universities Act No. 16 of 1978 as amended by Acts No. 7 of 1985 and No. 26 of 1988.
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This By-Law shall be cited as the Students Union By-Law No. 1 of 1989,

pocd

{ The Students Union of the University of Colombe (hereinafter referred to as the
University Students Union) shall be representative of the entire undergraduate student

community of the University.

(i) The University Students Union shall consist of all the office bearers and members of

rd

each Faculty Students Union.

{i11) The members of the University Students Union shail , in accordance with the
provisions of Section 17 of this By-Law, elect from amongst themselves the following

office bearers:

{a) The President;

{b) The Vice-President;
{cy The Secretary;

{d) The Editor; and

{e) The Junior Treasurer.

3. (1) There shall be a Facuity Students Union for each Faculty of the University of
Colombo. ~

(iiy A Faculty Students Union shali be representative of all the registered full-ime
uuvergraduate students of such Fawlty aud the office-bearars and members of suck
Faculty Students Union shall be elected by the undergraduate students of suct Faculty.

{(iif} A Faculty Students Unicn shall consist of.

{(a) The President;

(b) The Vice-President,

(c) The Sccretary; ] .
(d) The Editor,

{e) The Junicr Treasurer; and

(f) Such other numbers of members as follows:

(i}  Two members for a Faculty with two hundred or less registered sudenss,
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(i) Four members for a Faculty with two hundred and one to four hundred

G ——————r e . .
registered students; - zaet $eo0
(iif) Six members for a Faculty with four bundred and one to 31x hundred
registered students; and = 401 L boo ’
(iv) Eight members for a Faculty with over six hundred registered students.
> ,

(iv) There shall be appointéd by the Principal Executive Officer of the University 2 Senior

Treasurer for each Faculty Students Union who shall be a Senior Teacher in the Faculty,
nominated by such Union.

For the purpose of electing the office bearers and other members to 2 Faculty Students Umon

- the students of each Faculty of the University shall constitute a constituency.

No student of a Faculty shall be eligible to vote at or stand for an election;

(2)

®

(e

(d)

unless he has been duly registered as a full time student of such Faculty for the academic
year in which the election is held;

if he is under susgension from thie Faculty and/or University;

if he owes any money to the University at the time of such voang at or standing for the
electicn, as the case may be, and he has not entered into any written agreement with the
University to repay such money oa a date specified for the payment;

if he has not dlschargm any inancial responsibilities in relation to an office he hslg
in the university prior to “such election.

Before the expiry of the first seven days of the first term of each acadermic year, the
Registrar of the University shall publish within the University, a Notice containing,

{2)  the name of each Fzculty Students Union,

(b)  the titles of the office-bearers and the number of other members 10 be eiected to
each such Faculty Students Union

(c)  the pames of students who are eligible to -ote (hereinafter referred to as eligible
students) at an election of office vearc:s and oilicr members to each suck Faculty
Siudents Union. — 2 .

Provided that for the purpose of iection of the office bearers and cther membeis

to the first Union, the above notice may be published before such date zs may ve
prescribed by the Princinal Exaruive Officer of the University
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(i) Any a_estzon as to whether the number of other members to be elected to_a Faculty

Students Union has been duly determined or not or whether a student is eligible to vote
or not or to seek election or not, shall be referred to the Principal Executive Officer of the

University. The "he decision of the Principal Executive Officer on such question shall be
final.

The ?rincigzai Executive Officer shall, within one week of the puh}ication of the notice referred

of conducting the election of office b bearers and other members of such Faculty Studems Uniorn.
The Registrar shall, without delay, publish, within the University the name of the Election
Officer so nominated in respect of each Faculty Students Union.

[,

(i)  The Principal Executive Officer shall fix in respect of each Faculty Students Unicn, 2
date, a time period and venue for the receipt of nominations by the Election Officer fer
the election of office bearers and other members of the Faculty Students Union. Such

date shall be a date after the expiry of seven days but prior to the-expiry of fourteen davs
from the date of publ mat;@m;zce referred 1o 1n Section 6 (1) G
L e 2 i o
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(ity The Registrar of the University shall, without deiav, publish within. the University, th
date, the time period and venue so fixed for the rgceipt of nominations of candidates fcr

élection in aspect of each Faculty Students Union. T
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(iif) The Election Officer shall receive nominations on the dav, during the time period and 2:
- —~ W
the place, fixed for such purpose in terms of the ;fecedmz paragrach

(1  Every registered undergraduate student of a Faculty 1s eligible :c be nominzred as 2
candidate for election of office bearer or member of the Faculty Snudents Union

T

(ify Any registered undergraduate student or a Faculty may be nomina:zd as a candidate for
election as an office bearer or member of that Faculty Students Union by meazs
nomination paper, signed by two registered undergraduzate studsns of the Facul

proposer and seconder.

y=

(111} Such nomuination paper shall be substantially in the form set out in e First Schecule ar -
bear the name of the student registration number and signazure of tz2 tandidate, proposes

o

and seconds:

o -

vy FEachregisie red under graduate student wWho IS nominated 15 2 Canc lzte fur elect..n shz.
affix his signature 1o the nomination paper in tokes o f%z 1S agTe
v W s s T

{v) No student may stand nominated as a candidate for electi 7> 10 L2z thap ong tZice -

o

membership
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10. (i)

(i)

(iif)

(v)

()
(vi)

fvi)

as an office bearer or member of Faculty Students Union must be dglgvgred by the
candidate or by his propeser or secondor to the Election Officer Tominated under Section
7 in respect of such election on the day, during the time period and at the place fixed for

such purpose under Section &.

The Election Officer shall forthwith, upon receiving a nomination paper, cause a copy
—
there of to be posted outside the place of nomination.

Objection may be lodged with the Election Officer against 2 nomination paper of 2

candidate on any or zll of the following grounds:
{a)  that the candidate lack eligibility in terms of the provisions contained in Section

5;

(b)  that the proposer or the seconder is not a registered undergraduate student of the
~ Faculty; -

(¢}  that the candidate or the proposer or the seconder has not affixed his signature to
the nomination paper,

(d)  that the nomination paper does not comply with the provisions of this Ey-Law;

(e) that the candidate is under suspension from the Faculty or the University.

No objection to a nomination paper of a candidate shall be entertained by the Election
Officer ugiﬁss it is lodged during the time period fixed for the receipt »f nonunations,and
the half hbur immediately succeeding that period.

Every objection to a nominaticn paper of a candidate shall be in Writing signéd by the

objector and shall specify the ground of the objection-

The Election Officer may make a record of and deal with any objection which he may
fimself find it necessary to take against a nomination paper of a candidate.

The Election Officer shali, with the least possible deiay, decide on the validity of every
objection to a nomination paper of a candidate and inform the candidate of his decision,
and where the objection is upheld, of the grounds of his decision The decision of the

Election Officer shall be final and conclusive-

.

Where in the case of election of office bearers, not more than onc candidate has been

duly noininated for clection to any office, the Election Officer shali detiars such
candidate elected a: ths oifice bearer.
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Where, in the case of election of members, not more than such number of cam:hdates as
specified in the notice referred to in Section 6 (i) have been duly nominated, the Election
Officer shall declare such ca.ndxda‘ies e§ected as members

P

Where in respect of the post of any office bearer of a Faculty Students Union, no
nomination paper has been duly received or all the nomination papers received have bepn
rejected, and also in the case of election of members, nomination papers of less than such
number of candidates as specified in the notice referred to in Section & (i), have been
received, the Election Officer shall bring this fact to the notice of the Principal Executive
Officer who shall fix, in respect of such Faculty Students Union, a fresh date, time period

and venue for the receipt of nominations for election Gig}i;_(‘:h office bearer or members
as the case may be.

Where, in respect of the election of an office bearer, two or more than two valid nomination
papers have been received, and where, in respect of the election of members, valid nomination
papers of more than such number of candidate as is equivalent to the number of members
referred to 1n Section 6 (i) have been received, the E%@C[Eui’ Officer shall cause to be published
within the University the name of each candidate f5r the election < of such office bearer am

members whose nomination paﬁefs have been accepted

g

- )

(i)

The Principal Executive Officer of the University ghall fix in respect of each Faculty
Students Union a date and a time penod for the election of such office bearers and other
members to such Faculty Students Union. Such date and ume penod shall fall within
fourteen days of the date on which nominations were received in respect of tt zat Faculty

Students Union, and the date and time period fixed for each Laculty Students Union shall
be the same, unless the Principal Executive Ortficer makes 2 decision to the contrary
because of the exigencies of any prevailing situaiion.

The Registrar of the University, shall publish within the University the date, duration and
venue fixed for the election of the relevant office bearers and other members in respect
of each Faculty Students Union. ‘

The Election Officer shall conduct the eiecucn by secret ballot He may co-opt any
T e e
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persorn Or persons to assist him in the task.

Each candidate contesting the election of a Faculty Students Union may appoin: two
students who are eligible to vote as polling zzents o represent him at the venue of
~lection during the taking of the poll and the counr. Notice in writing of everv such

appointment stating the names and registration numbers of the studeins appoined, shall
v £

be given by the candide te to the Electin officer before the opening of the poll

Provided however, that only one polling agent of 2 candidate can be present at the venus
of election at any time during the taking nf the zoll, or the count
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15.

(i)

(i)

(iv)

™)

A

(i)

(iii)

Every eligible student at an election of a Faculty Students Union shall be entitled to vote
for one candidate for each office contested and for such number of candidates for
membership as is equivalent to the number of other members to be elected to such
Faculty Students Union as specified in the Notice under Section 6 (1), (However, such
student need not exercise such entitlement to a rnaximum.)

The Election Officer shall declare elected the candidate who polls the highest number of
votes for each office.

The Election Officer. shall declare elected as members, the candidates who poll the most
number of votes (the candidate polling the highest number of votes being declared
elected first, the candidate polling the next highest number of votes being declared

elected next and so on.)

However the number of candidates declared elected as members shall be > equivalent 1o

the number of members to be elected to such Faculty Students Umon as specified in the
Notice under Section 6 (i).

Where an equality is found to exist between the votes polled by two or miore candidates
for election of an office bearer or other member and the addition of a vote would entitle
one candidate to be elected as the office hearer or member, as the case may be, the
determination of the candidate to whom such additional vote shall be deemed 1o have

been given shall be made by a draw of lots.

If any candidate gets no votes, the namber of votes obtained by ium for the purposes of
this section: shall be taken as zero.

Each office bearer of a Faculty Students Union shall cease to hold office at the enc of the
academic year in which he was elected.

Each offics bearer of a Faculty Student Union who has ceased to hold office. and is
still a student shall be permitted to function as a caretaker official in an informsd]
capacity until the election of the new union.

No student shall heid the same office for more than one academic vear
If any office bearer or member:

{a)  ceasestnbeastudeni: «f .

7

(bj  resigns office or membership as the case may he by writing under fis -and
addressed to the Senior Treasurer; or

PR

0y has been suspended or dismissed from the University, his office or memu:hp
as the case may be shall be deemed to be vacated.

gy
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(iv) Where an office or membership of 2 Faculty Students Union falls vacant, during the
academic sessions the students of such Faculty shall as soon as possible elect a suitable
person to fill that vacancy. The person so elected shall be entitled to hold office or
membership as the case may be for the unexpired portion of the term of office of his

(if)

fiv)

predecessor.

The Principal Executive Officer shall, in accordance with the earlier provisions of this
Ry-Law relating to the nominations and elections as far as they are applicable, take steps
for the holding of such as election-

The duties and functions of the President of the Faculty Students Union shall be

@)
()
©

to preside at all meetings of the Faculty Students Union; ‘

to carry out the decisions of the Faculty Students Union; and

to call meetings of the Facuity Students Union at least once in 2 months and
when requested under sub-section (iii)(b).

The duties and functions of the Vice-President of the Faculty Students Unioa shall be -

(a)
®)

to preside at any meeting of the Faculty Students Union in the absence of the

President;
to assist the President in the discharge of his duties; and

to carry out any cther duty or function assigned to him by the Faculty Students

Union.

The duties and functions of the Secretary of the Faculty Students Union shall be - :

to keep records of all proceedings of the Faculty Students Union;

iz summon meetings of the Faculty Students Union on the instructions of the
President or upon the receipt by the Secretary of a written requisition, from not
less than one-third of the total membership of the Faculty Students Union and

to ensure that minutes of the proceedings are available for inspection v zny
student of the Faculty

The duties and iunctions of the Junior Treasurer of the Faculty Students Uninn shall be

(@

(b)

to have cusiody of the funds of-the -Faculty Students Usnion

ot such accounts,
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17. (1)

e .i. g,
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(i)

(iii)

@iv)

ke~
-

(1)

{iii)

{¢)  toinform the Senior Treasurer thhm one week ofthe rcce:pt of any money by the
Faculty Students: Umcm ' : . ‘

(d) to make payments out of thé funds of the Faculty Students Umon w:th the
approval of the Senior Treasurer;

(e)  toprepare a budget for the academic year after consultation with die office-bearers
to the Faculty Students Union within one month from the date of election of its

office-bearers;

{(ff)  when necessary, to prepare supplementary estimates;

{g) tosubmit to the Faculty Students Union a report on its financial position as at the
last day of each term with one month of the end of that term; and

(h)  to submit to the Auditer appointed by the Vice-Chancellor through the Senior
Treasurer, a statement of income and expenditure and the balance sheet of the
Faculty Students Union for the academic year within two weeks of the ead of the
academic year in which the Faculty Students Union was elected.

The Principal Executive Officer shall fix a date for the holding of the first meeting of the
University St::deats Union wherein the members shall elect the office bearers. Such date
shall be a da:c falling within two weeks of the election of office bearers znd other
members of the Faculty Students Unions in-terms of Section 14 of this By-Law.

For the purpose of this meeting, the Principal Executive Officer shall nomizate the
Senior Student Counsellor and/or a Senior member of the University as the Reumning
Officer to conduct the election of office bearers by secret ballot. He shall preside over 2s
the meeting and take all necessary action to maintain decorum and for the smocth

conduct of the election.

At the conclusion of the election of office bearers, the Umversity Students Uzon sha!!
nominate a Senior teacher to be appointed by Principal Executive Offices of the
University as the Senior Treasurer of the University Students Union

The Returning Officer shall submit a report on the above election te thz Prncipz.
Executive Officer.

e

f.ach office Learer of the University Students Union shall cease to hotd effics = oz erns
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of the academic ycar in which he was elected.

No member shall hold the same »ffice for more than one zcademic vear

If any ofiice hearer or member
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(iv)

fi&w
15, (i)
(i1)
{111}

(a)  ceases to be an office bearer or a member of a Faculty Students Union; or

)
(b)  resigns office by writing under his hand addressed to the Senior Treasurer,

his cffice or m embersth in the University Student Union as the case may be shall be
deemed to be vacated

Where an office of the University Students Union Falls vacant, during the academic
sessions the Umiversity Students Unicon shall as soon as possible or within one month
elect a suitable person from among its members to fill vacancy The person so elected

shall be entitled to hold office for the unexpired portion of the term of office of his

predecessor.

v
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Provided however that when an office of the University Students Union falis vacan
a result of a vacancy arising in a Faculty Students Union in terms of Section 15 {iit), the
election to fill the vacancy in the University Students Union shall be held afier the filling
of the vacancy in the Faculty Students Unio

D

The duties and functions of the President of the University Students Union shall be -

{2}  to preside at all meeting of the Union, same as provided for in Section |
By-Law;

(b}  to carry out the decisions of the Union; and

to call meetings of the Union at least once in two months or on a request made
under sub-section iii (b).

o
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The duties and functions of the Vice-President of the University Swudents Union

{a)  to preside at any meeting of the Union in the absence of the President

Fali

(b)  to assist the President in the discharge of his dutnies; and

o hum by the Union
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The dunes and fonctions of the Secretary of the University Stucents Union sns
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to keep record of all proceeding of the Unton,

)

{b; 1o summon meeting of the Union on the fmmca mns o

eipt by the Secretary of a written requisition, 1
al member of the Union. and
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{c})  to ensure that minutes of the proceedings are available for inspection by any
registered student of the University.

{(iv) The duties and functions of the Junicr Treasure of the University Students Union shall
be - : S

(a)  to have custody of the funds of the Union;

(b)  to ensure that all income and expenditure 1s properly recorded and accounted for
in the books kept for this purpose, subject to any rules pertaining to maintenance
of such accounts;

{¢)  toinform the Senior Treasurer within one week of the receipt of any money by the
Union.

to make payments out of the funds of the Union with the approval of the Senior

~
o
Ay

Treasurer;

{e)  to prepaic « budget for the academic year and submit it to the Union within one
month from the date of election of its office-bearers; (for this purpose he can
consult the office bearers and any staniiing committee of the union, if any};

(f)  when necessary, to prepare supplementary estimates;,

{g)  tosubmit to the Union, a report on its financial position as ai the iast dav of each
rerm within one month of the end of that term; and

(h)  tosubmit to the Auditor appointed by the Principal Executive Officer through the
Senior Treasurer as statement of income and expenditure and the balance deet of
the Union for the academic year within two weeks of the end of academic vear in

1

which the Union was elected.

Any question regarding the interpretation o1 this By-Law shall be referred 1o the Counctl whose
decision thereon shall be final.

In this By-Law,

“Academic year" means the period comm-.ncing on 1 day of October of one year and endinz
on 30% day of September of the following year uniess the Senate decides otherwise

e -

"Act” means the Universitien. Act No 16 of 19753 as amended subsequently.

* Auditor” means any auditor eppoiated by the Principal Executive Officer to audit the accouns:

is

of the University Students T'nion or any Faculty Students Uidon.
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“Council” means the Council of the University of Colombo.

"Dean” mears the Tiiaa or each Faculty or any other person acting for the Dean for the tm.
being.

“Faculty" means any Faculty establisher by fe[fusuasity of Tolombe under the Act except
the Facultv ~° 7 ¢ fuate Studies. :

"Principal Executive Officer” shall mean the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Colombo
or any other person performing the duties of the office of the Vice-Chancellor for the time

being.

"Registrar” means the Registrar of the University of Colombo or any other person acting for
the Registrar for the time being.

{‘L "Senate” means the Senate of the University of Colombe,
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