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UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO 
Students Union By-Law No. l of 1989 

' A By:-Law made by the Council of the University of Colombo under Section 135 and Section 112(3) 
· ofthe Universities Act No. 16 cf 1978 as amended by Acts No. 7 of 1985 and No. 26 of 1988.

l. This By-Law shall be cited as the Students Union By-Law No. l of 1989.

2. (i) The Students Union of the University of Colombo (hereinafter referred to as the
University Students Union) shall be representative of the entire undergraduate student 
community of the University. 

3. 

The University Students Union shall consist of all the office bearers and members of 
each Faculty Students Union. 

(iii) The members of the University Students Union shall, in accorda.."'lce with the
provisions of Section ] 7 of this By-Law, elect from amongst them.selves the following
office bearers:

(i) 

(ii) 

(a) The President;
(b) The Vice-President;
( c) The Secretary;
( d) The Editor; and
(e) The Junior Treasurer.

There shall be a Faculty Students Union for each Faculty of the University of 
Colombo. 

A Faculty Students Union shall be representative of ail the registered full-time 
l.UOergraduate students of such Fawlty a1<d the Clffice .. bear-::::-s ar..d members cif .:;:ucr

Faculty Students Union shai! be elected by the undergraduate students of suet Facuhy. 

(iii) A Faculty Students Union shall consist of

(a) The President;
(b) The Vice-Presideni.,
(c) The &tcretary;
( d) The Edit,i1,
{e) The Junior Treasurer; and 
(f) Such other numbers of members as follows:

(i) Two members for a Facu!ty with two hundr�d or iess registeaed s::::..;c:::r..:.2.
--
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(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Four members for a Faculty with two hundred and one to four hundred 
registered students; ~JL..ot ~· ~o 

Six membe_r~ for a Faculty with. four hundred and one to six hundred 
registered students; and ~. +-01 f hoo . · 
Eight members for a Faculty with over six hundred registered students. 

>-'co 
• (iv) There shall be appointed by the Principal Executive Officer of the University a Senior 

Treasurer for each Faculty Students Union who shall be a Senior Teacher in the Faculty, 
nominated by such Union. 

4. For the purpose of electing the office bearers and other members to a Faculty Students Union, 
the students of each Faculty of the University shall constitute a constituency. 

5. No student of a Faculty shall be eligible to vote at or stand for an election; 

6. 

(a) unless he has been duly registered as a full time student of such Faculty for the academic 
year in which the election is held; 

(b) if he is under ~spension from :lie: Faculty and/or Gniversity; 

· (c) if h~ owes any money to the University at the time of such vc,nng at or standing for the 
ele;.ticn, as the case may be, and he ~as not entered into any -written agreement v;ith the 
University to repay such mo:1ey on a date spedfied for the payment; 

(d) if he bas not discharg,:.i aw.: financial responsipiJj!i~s in relation to an office h\: ~~ki 
in the university-prior to· such election.· -· 

( ') 
1 I Before the expiry of the first seven days of the first term of each academic yep.r, the 

Registrar of the University shall puhlisb within the University, a Notice containing, 

r,.) 
\ ... t!le name of each F~cultv Students Union, - ., 

(b) the titles of the office-bearers and the number of other members to be elected to 
each _such Faculty Students Unic:-

( c) the names of student~ w.ho are eliflibie to ~-51 te (hereinafter referred to as eligible 
students) at an election of office bean:.,.:: and othz;- Li:..:mbers to each suet Faculty 
--Students Union. 

Provided that for the puroose of ::iection of the office bearers and other ::r.embe, ~ . . . 
to the first Union, the above notice may be published before such date as may t;;:: 

prescribed by the Princi;1aJ P,;;f.:--u,ive Officer of the Ur:iversitv 
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(ii) Any question as to whether the number of other members to be elected to_a Faculty 

Students Union has been <!uly detennined or not or whether a student is ~lig"ble to v~~ 
or not or to seek election or not, shall be referred to the Princi al Ex ·ve Officer of the 

1Jniversity. The decisi~n of the Principal Executive Officer on such question shall be 
final. 

7. The Principal Executive Officer shall, \Vithin one week of the publication of the notice referred 
to in Section 6(i), nominate the Dean of each FacuH;y as the Elect~on Officer for the purpose 
of conducting the election of office bearers and other members of such Faculty Students Union. 
The Registrar shall, without delay, publish, within the University the .name of the Eiection 
Officer so nominated in respect of each Faculty Students Union 

8. (i) 

(;;) 
\Jl 

The Principal Executive Officer shaB fix in respect of each Faculty Students Union, a tte, ,a time period and venue for the receipt <>f nomination~- by the Election Officer f c 
t e election of office bearers and other members of the Faculty Students Union. Suer, 
date shall be a date after the exJ-,irv of sev n days but rior to the·expi offouneen da'-5 
from the.date of publicatio e notice referre .o m ection 6 (i) ~ , , c;c,1--t..=- i,-_ ::._"".'~ __ :~...: . .• 

N<.: h,,__ - I~,,. . 
~ .... -q:::.. t4 1,,; 

The Registrar of the University shall, without de:a~, publish withi::c the Unive:-sity, tr,t: 
date, the time period and venue so fixed for the receipt of nominations of candida!es fc; 
election in aspect of t.ach Fact1lty Students lJnior:···- . ····· ··-..:::.....:=.:-

(iii) The Election Officer shall receive nominations on the dav. durin12 t:e time period and 2:: -- ---·--~- .,,_,,.. ' ..... 
the place, fixed for such purpose m terms of ffie preceding paragra;::h 

Every registered undergraduate student of a Faculty is eligible !o be nomin2.ted as a 
candidate for election of office bearer or member of the F acuity Students Union 

(ii) Any registered undergraduate student or a Facuit:, may be nomir.a:ed as a candJ::iate fc 
election as an office bearer or member of that Faculty S".udents 1..'::1ion by rr,e.:...::s cf _ 

..... omination paper, signed by two registered undergradL:a te studt::s of the F 2..::::.Jty :::., 
proposer and seconder. 

(iii) 

(v) 

Such nomination paper shall be substantially in the form set out in w::: First SchedJ.ie a.r:.: 
bear the name of the student registration number and signature of b: :;:ir;,didate. crnpos< 

.$'&i, t -

and second~! 

Each registe~ed undergraduate sLu.:.i'::nt who is nor:- :'iatecl , "' a cane ::::e k,r eiec-.. :: -;h.:::.. 
affix his sirnature ,o the riom.ination paper in tokt:-, ofh,s aµeeme.;: .. :i :stand for'= tctic,.. 

No student rnav stand nominated as a candidate fc,, elec~•";•J to re.~:: than one -::::C"e · -_,_ .,, 

~~mb~:·ship 

· l· 
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10. (i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

Every n~tion pap~{1-()&~~E~~-'l.:"ith a tn1~_~'?,EY!h~z:e __ ()f) of a candidate for election 
as an office bearer or member of a Faculty Students Union must be-deliveredJiy_ the 
4?andic!cite or by bis proposer _or second QI:. to th~ Election Offi~er nomuiaied under Section· 
7, in respect of such election on the day, during the time period and at the place fixed for 
such purpose under Section 8. 

The Election Officer shall forthwith, upon receiving a nomination paper, cause a copy 
there ofto be posted outside the p~ace of nom~~ation. -

Objection may be lodged with the Election Officer against a nomination paper of a 
candidate on any or all of the following grounds: 
(a) that the candidate lack eligibility in terms of the provisions contained in Section 

5· . , 

(b) that the PJQposer or the sec~~er is not a _registered under&r,aduate student of the 
Faculty; 

( c) that the candidate or the ..eroposer or the '.~econder has not affixed hls signature to 
the nomination paper; 

(e) that the candidate is under suspension from the Faculty or the University. 

No objection to a nomination paper of a ca1:di<iate shall be entertained by the Election 
Officer unless it is lod ed durin the time riod fixed for the recei.Rt _:1( n0IJE_nation~ 
the half Ii )Ur immediately succeeding_ tha_.!_P.::E~~~ 

E"'.ery ~jec~'b~o a nomination paper of a ca~di~ate shall be in Writing sig ed bv the 
obJectq_r and s specify the ground of the ob!ect1on-

(vi) The Election Officer mav make a record of and deal with anv obiectior. which he may 
himself n~d it :::iecessary to take against a nomination paper of a candidate -

(vii) The Election Officer shall, with the least possible delz.·: decide oo the va1iditv of every . -object!on to a nomination paper of a candidate an_d inform the candidate of his decision, 
and where the qg_j ction is up d, of the grounds o( b. decision The decision of the 
Election Officer shall be pnaJ and r:-onclusive-

l l (i) Whe1 e in the ca::e of election of office bearers, not more than cc;.; car:dida~e has been 
duly nominated for election to any office, the Election Officer shali de:',;:,,~•.: s•-1ci-: 
candidate e!ecte::l &.:, 1~·': nff:cc bearer 



12. 

(ii) 

(iii) 

Where, in the case of election of members, not more than such number of candidates as 
specified in the notice referred to in Section 6 (i) have been duly nominated, the Election 
Officer shall declare such candidates elected as members. 

Where in respect of the post of any office bearer of a Faculty Students Union, no_ 
nomination paper has been duly received or all the nominati.cn papers received have bee.n 
,fe]ectefh_ anaalso in thecis-e ofelecfion ofmeinbers, nomination papers ofless than such 
number of candidates as specified in the notice referred !o in Section 6 (i), have been 
received, the Election Officer shall bring this fact to the notice of the Princi.p.a}Executive 
Officer who shall fix, in respect of such F acuity Stu dents Union, a fresh date,_ time periQ9 
and venue for the receipt.ofno-m1natrons foreiection o:Csu_cfioffice bearer or members 
as the case may be. 

Where, in respect of the election of an office bearer, two or more than two valid nomination 
papers have been received, and where, in respect of the election of members, valid nomination 
papers of more than such number of candidate as is equivalent to the number of members 
referred to in Section 6 (i) have been received, the Electioe Officer shall cause to be published 
within the University the name of each candidate fot th~ election ~f such office beare, arnT 
mem ers whose nomination papers have been accepted -·- ·· · ··--

i 3 (i) The Principal Executive Officer of the University shall fix in respect of each Facul~y . - '---·--
Students Union a date and a time period for the election of such office bearers and other 
members to such Faculty Students Union. Suen.date and time period shall fall within 
fourteen c!~"S of the date on which nominations were received in resgect of that.Faculty 
Students Union, and the date an ttme peno x or eac faculty Students Union shall 
be the same, unless the Principal Executive Orftcer makes a decision to the coEtrary 
because of the exigencies of any prevailing situ a :ion 

The Registrar of the University, shall publish within the University the date, duration and 
v~nue fixed for the election oi'the reTevanfofficehearers and oth-er-me;nbers in respect 
of each Faculty Students Union. 

(iii) The Election Officer shall conduct the electicn by secret ballot He may s.,o-opt an_r 
person or persons to as~ist him in the.tasl<· .. 

(1\) Each candidate contesting the election of a Fz:culty Students Lrn10n rr;a:: appc:r:: tv:o 
students who are eligible to ~o-~ i'l:~.J.~~i.!~fL~sen_!~ __ y) represent him at the ver.ue of 
P,lcction during the takina of the poll and the :~nun1 1--; ~~~iu, :,, writing of eve;-:. such 
appointment st.a.ting the !1.~mes 1egistra,ion "umbe::-s of the stude;~~ appointed shall 
be gJ_~:_en by thec~ndi~,'t~t0J_h~ f:,l~ct.·. ~ office~ befoi ~ the openir.g of •he f,Jli 

Provided however, that unt one P"lling agent of a candidate can be present a, ,ht :en;_.;,~ 

of election at any time during the taki;1:) nt' the :. oil, or the coun! 
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14. (i) Every eligible student at an election of a Faculty Students Union shall be entitled. to vote 
for one candidate for each office contested and for such number of t:andidates for 
membership as is e<tuivalent to the number of other members to be elected. to such 
Faculty Students Union as specified in the Notice under Section 6 {i). (However, such 
student need not exercise such entitlement to a maximum:) 

15 

) 
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(ii) 

(iii) 

The Election Officer shall declare elected the candidate who polls the highest number of 
votes for each office. 

The Election Officer shall decl,![~ elected as members, the candidates who poll the most 
number of votes (the._candidate polling the highest number of votes being declared 
elected first, the candidate polling the next highest number of votes being declared 
elected next and so on.) 

However the number of candidates declared elected as members shall be equivalent to 
the number of members to be elected to such Fa cul!)' Students Union as specified in the 
Not1ce·under·sectior16 (i). .. . . . -

(iv) Where an eqi..afay is found to exist between the votes polled by t\vo or more candidates 
for election of an office bearer or other member and the addition of a vote would entitle 
one candidate to be elected as the office bearer or member, as the case may be, the 
determination of the candidate to whom such additional vote shall b1:: deemed to ha\·e 
been given shall be made by a draw of lots. 

(v) 

(i) 

(i)A 

C) II/ 

If any candidate gets no votes, the number of votes obtained by ium for the purpcses o =
this 1,ectioE shall be taken as zero. 

Each office bearer of a Faculty Students Union shall cease to hold office at the enc: of the 
academic year in which he was elected , 

Each offi!'C !J~art'r of a Faculty Student Union who has ceased to hold office. and is 
still a stu,..fe;;1t shall be permitted to function as a raretaker official in ar1 informai 
capacity until the election of the-0ew union. 

No student shall held the same office for more than one academic vear 

(iii) If any office bearer or member. 

(a) ceases u be a swdent. c·~ 

(h; resigns office or mc:mbership as the case mav he bv \vnting under r.: -,and 
addressed to the Senior Treasurer; or 

•.C) ha;:: been suspendect or dismissed from the Univer::.1ty, hi~ office or mem :-,:,,;: 
as the case may be shali be deemed to be v?.cated 

.~ 
•, 



(iv) Where an office or membership of a Faculty Students Union falls vacant, during the 
academic sessions the students of such Faculty sha!l as soon as possible elect a suitable 
person to fill that vacancy. The person so elected shall be entitled ·to hold office or 
membership as the case may be for the unexpired portion of the term of office of his 
predecessor. 

(v) The Principal Executive Officer shall, in accordance with the earlier provisions of this 
By-Law relating to the nominations and eiections as far as they are applicable, take steps 
for the holding of such as election-

16. (i) The duties a:id functions of the President of the Faculty Students Union shall be 

(a) to preside at all meetings of the Faculty Students Union; 
(b) to carry out the decisions of the Faculty Students Union; and 
(c) to call meetings of the Faculty Students Union at least once in 2 months and 

when requested under sub-section (iii)(b). 

(ii) The duties and functions of the Vice-President of the Faculty Students Union shall be -

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

to preside at any meeting of the Faculty Students uni(1n in the absence of the 
President, 
to assist the President in the discharge of his duties; and 

to carrv out anv c~her dutv or function assigned to him bv the F acultv s~ud,·nts 
,.I .,.' ..., ._.. ., ,, 

Union. 

(iii) The duties and functions of the Secretary of the Faculty Students Union shall be• 

(a) 

(b' 
' ) 

(c) 

to keep records of all proceedings of the F acuity Students Union; 

i.,::, summon meetings of the Faculty Students Union on the instructior:s of the 
President or upon the receipt by the Secretary of a written requisitioa from not 
less than one-third of the total membership of the Faculty Students Union.. and 

to ensure that minutes of the proceedings are available for inspecti::--: ~y any 
student of the Faculty 

(iv) The duties and f:;rictions of the Junior Treasurer of the faculty S:i ... dents Cr1i"" shall.be 

(a) to ha\'e e,u::.Lody of the fi.mds of-the -Faculty Students lJr~o:, 

(b) to ensu1.:; ,:,:a ,,ii in,:cme and expenditure is p~0per!y rt..:.orded an.cl az.:co:..::-:..;e,.:; fc,; 

in the b0ok:; kept for this purpose subject to any rules penaining to mai,r:enane-e 
of such accounts, 

-1-



17. (i) 

(.c) to inform the Senior Treasurer witpin one week of the receipt of any money by the 
Fa~lty StudentsiU.iiion; ,• · 

(d) to make payments out of the 'funds of the Faculty Students U~on with the 
approval of the Senior Treasurer; 

( e) to prepare a budget for the academic year after consultation with die office-bearers 
to the Faculty Students Union within one month from the date of election of its 
office-bearers; 

(f) when necessary, to prepare supplementary estimates; 

(g) to submit to the Faculty Students Union a report on its financial position as at the 
last day of each term with one month of the end of that term; and 

(h) to submit to the Auditor appointed by the Vice-Chancellor throJgh the Senior 
Treasurer, a statement of income and expenditure and the balance sheet of the 
Faculty Students Union for the ac~•demic year within two weeks of the end of the 
academic year in which the Faculty Students Union was eJected. 

The Principal Executive Officer shall fix a date for the holding of the first meeting of the 
University St,deuts Union wherein the members shall elect the office bearers. Such date 
shall be a da.c falling within two W('.eks of the election of office bearers z.nd other 
members of the Faculty Students Unions in-terms of Section 14 of this By-La0

., 

(ii) For the purpose of this meeting, the Principal Executive Ofticer shall nominate t be 
Senior Student Counsellor and/or a Senior member of the University as the Returning 
Officer to conduct the election of office bearers by secret ba11ot. He shall preside over as 
the meeting and take all necessary action to maintain d.ecorum and . for the smocth 
conduct of the election. 

(iii) At the conclusion of the election of office bearers, the University Studen~ lson shaf! 
1io1nit.1.att: a Senior teacher to be appointed by Principal Executive Office. of the 
University as the Senior Treasurer of the University Students Union 

(iv) The Returning Officer shall submit a report on the above election to the P~Jicip~ 
Executive Officer. 

1~~---G.L ... t-a.cli o.ffi.e.e L~arer .of the Uni:ver.si1y...Students-Union..shaJl rease to hetd eil,c~·-';:: :.,e ~ 
of the academic yea: in which he v-va<; elc, f~d 

(ti) No member shall hold the sa~ne ,1ffict for more than one academic year 

(iii) If any office h~ar~r or me:-,1ber 

-8-
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(a) ceases to be an office bearer or a member of a Faculty Students Union; or 

(b) resigns office by writing under his hand addressed to the Senior Treasurer, 

his office or membership in the University Student Union as the case may be shall be 
deemed to be vacated 

(1v) Where an office of the University Students Union Fails vacant, during the academic 

sessions the University Students Union shail as soon as possible or within one month 
elect a suitable person from among its members to fill vacancy The person so elected 
shall be entitled to hold office for the unexpired portion of the term of office of h1s 
predecessor. 

19. (i) 

Provided however that when an office of the Uni·-:ers1ty Students Union falls vacam as 
a result of a vacancy arising in a Faculty Students Union in terms of Section 15 (iii), the 
elec.tion to fill the vacancy in the Univt.:rsity Students Union shail be held after the filiing 
of the vacancy in the Faculty Srudents Cnion 

The duties ar,d functions of the President of the University Students Unio:1 shall be -

(a) to preside at all meeting of the Union, ;;ame as provided fur m Section i 7 of t:-t;) 
By-Law; 

(b) to carry out the decisions of the Union, and 

(c) to call meetings of the Union fit least once in two months or on a request made 
under sub-section iii (b ). 

(ii) The duties and functions of the Vice-President of the L'niversity Students Union shal! f:>e 

(a) to preside at any meeting cf the Union in the absence of the Presicent 

(b) to assist the President in the discharge of his duties, and 

(c) to ~:arry out an·y ot11er duty or funct!on assigned tc) h1n1 b·. th:_-- L:ni<)n 

(iii) The duh:: and t,,n 1·t!on<: of the Secretary of the Cnive;slly S1ucJt:;1s C.nin!: sr.2. i 0c 

(.ci) to keep record of a!l proceeding ::--f the Uni0n. 

(b; to summon meeting of the Unioo on tt,c :n<;T'7!Ctwns ({ the President or··~~
rcceirt by i.he Secretary of a written requisitior,. frum W" '7,~ •hell one: ~hrd c; ·-.
Lr}~ol rnen1ber of the TJn1c1n and 



(c) to ensure that minutes of the proceedings are available for inspection by any 
registered student of the University. 

(iv) The duties and functions of the Junior Treasure of the University Students Union shall 
be -

(a) to have custody of the fonds of the Union; 

(b) to ensure that all income and expenditure is properly recorded and accounted for 
in the books kept for this purpose, subject to any rules pertaining to maintenance 
of such accounts; 

( c) to inform the Senior Treasurer within one week of the receipt of any money by the 
Union. 

(d) to make payments out of the funds of the Union with the approval of the Senior 
(..._ Treasurer; 

(e) to prepa1c a budget for the academic year and submit it to the U;1ion v;i1hin one 
month from the date of election of its office-bearers; (for this purpose he can 
consult the office bearers and any sta!H:~ng committee of the union, if any); 

(f) when !lecessary, to prepare supplementary estimates; 

(g) to submit to the Union, a report on its financial position as c: L!1e ,ast day c~ each 
•~rr-:: v,·irhin one month of the end of that term, and 

(h) to submit to the Auditor appointed by the Principal Executive Officer through the 
Senior Treasurer as statement of income and expenditure and the baiance sheet of 
the Union for the academic year within two weeks of the end c,f awdem;c year in 
which the union was elected. 

20. Any question regardine the interpretativn 01~thi<) By-Lav,, shall be referred to the Council ~,hos.e 
--.. decision thereon shall be final. 

21. In this By-Law, 

"Academic year" means the period com:-:-:••_;1cing on l st day of October of one year and e;-,dir:!" 
on 301h day of September of the fol1o.•:i,,g yeu unies~ :!1~ ~P,nate decides otherv.:ise 

"Act·, means the Universitii:,c Act ~fo i 6 of 1978 as anended subsequently 

"Auditor" mean:; any Juditor appointed by the Principal Executive Officer to audit the ac;:0,,n° ~ 

of the University StuJe,;ts ~ :;1; ,:1 or -:my Faculty Students U1,i,1n 

iO-



"Council" means the Council of the University of Colombo 

"Dean" me;,,r-.c• tl'." r,.,w1 or each Faculty or any other person acting for the Deaii for th: :in:.,: 
being. 

"Faculty" means any Faculty establisherl h-~-r Kt(JW:.,·lA.l,':, ,,f C '.)!-),,1bo under the Act except 
the Facultv ~,::- G , "'wite Stuctie'>. 

"Principal Executive Officer" shall mean the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Colombo 
or any other person performing the duties of the office of the Vice-Chancellor for the time 
being. 

"Registraril means the Registrar of the University of Colombo or any other person acting for 
the Registrar for the time being. 

"Senate" means the Seriate of the University of Colombo. 
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