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Editorial

The General Certificate of Education (G.C.E) Advanced Level examination is an extremely competitive examination, as performance at
this exam is the pathway for entrance to State Universities in Sri Lanka. University Grants Commission statistics indicate that, in the year
2010, out of the number qualified for university admission based on the results from the G.C.E. (A.L) examination results, only 17.2%
received admission to the 15 state universities in Sri Lanka.

What happens to the youth who are qualified for university entrance but unable to secure a place in one of the State Universities in Sri
Lanka? Those who can afford, join foreign universities or affiliated programs and find greener pastures abroad. Although these students
receive a sound education aboard, this causes a colossal drain of foreign exchange as well as skill and expertise, since many of them do not
return. Others follow professional courses such as accountancy, marketing etc. Another percentage join a technical college under Sri
Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological Education (SLIATE) in the hope of obtaining a Diploma.

Can the universities open their doors to more students through External Degree Programs? This is not a novel concept as several
universities conduct EDPs; however most programs are reported as not successful. The lack of close interaction between the academics
and the students appears to be one drawback in EDPs; this could potentially result in many students not completing the degree
programme.

In the University of Colombo, the Faculty of Law offered the first external degree programme. In 1961 Faculty of Law commenced the
LLB external degree examinations, however it ceased its intake after 1985.

Due to the massive demand from the ICT industry for high quality human resources the University of Colombo School of Computing
(UCSC) started its external degree program in 2000; the Bachelor of Information Technology, popularly known as BIT. So far this
program has produced over 1000 graduates and most of them have been absorbed by the ICT industry, both locally and internationally.
BIT is considered as a successful external degree program and the secret behind the success may be the access to lessons on-line.

9th convocation: 129 students successfully completed the external degree in 2011

The Ministry of Higher Education has taken steps to allocate funds under the World Bank funded HETC project to set up EDPs in
Universities in Sri Lanka. The proposal submitted by the University of Colombo was successful and the University will receive Rs. 25
million for this purpose. Four activities are proposed under this project namely, improving governance & management, improve quality
& relevance of EDPs, enhance learning resources & learner support services, promote collaboration with state/non-state training
institutions. These funds will be utilized to strengthen the already existing BIT program offered by UCSC and reinstate the EDP offered
by the Law Faculty (L.L.B) with on-line components. Furthermore, the Faculty of Arts will commence a new program which is Bachelor
of Economics (B. Econ.) and Faculty of Science will start two new programs on Bachelor of Technology (Electronics & Information
Technology) and Bachelor of Science (Financial Engineering). Multimode delivering methods will be used to enhance the learning
process and the academic-student interaction in order to provide a more comfortable learning environment for the students. The Quality
Assurance Toolkit developed for higher education through Open Distance Learning (ODL) programme and programs developed by the
Ministry of Higher Education under the Distance Education Modernization Project (DEMP) will help in maintaining the standards of
these external degree programs.

The external degree programmes are expected to commence in the near future. EDPs will allow those students who have missed the
admission to University of Colombo by a mere few marks, to earn a degree from the University of Colombo. Foreign students with
acceptable qualifications will also get an opportunity to study in the University.
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HISTORY OF THE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT

Department of Physical Education was established in
1965.TheAmalgamated Club was inaugurated in 1955 and the
first Colours Night was held the same year. Dr.P.P.G.Gunawardene
was the Acting Steward of the Amalgamated Club during the
period 1958-59 while Mr.P.A.S.Perera was the Ground Secretary.
The Department of Physical Education was under the command of
these two officers. There were 13 sports events under the Physical
Education Section of which Netball was the only event meant for
girls.

The other sports were Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Boxing,
Cricket, Hockey, Rugby, Soccer, Swimming, Table Tennis, Volley
ball and Wrestling. There were ten officials in the Physical
Education section during 1959-60. Mr.Leslie Handunge
functioned as the Director of Physical Education until 1961 and
Mr. P.A.S.Perera functioned as the Ground and Organizing
Secretary during this period. By 1961 there was a discernible
improvement in events such as Athletics, Badminton, Table Tennis
etc and participation of females in Athletics increased up to 7
during 1962-63.

During the period 1965-66, two new posts - Instructor in Physical
Education and Senior Treasurer were created and two more
instructors were recruited to the Physical Education section. By the
mid 1960s the number of sports events also increased to 15
incorporating water polo, rowing, weight lifting, etc. By 1967-68
the participation of women in events such as basket ball and hockey
was a notable feature.

Two names for the post of Instructor in Physical Education were
proposed during 1967-70. Mrs. De Silva was appointed to the post
as the first female Instructor in Physical Education in the history of
the University of Colombo. By this period, the number of sport
events became 16 with Soccer coming into the scene. However
even at this juncture, the post of Director of Physical Education
remained vacant. During 1970-71 women joined in Badminton.
In1972 the name of the University was changed to the University of
Sri Lanka-Colombo Campus, and during this period, the
inauguration of the Sports Advisory Board took place.
Mr.K.L.F.Wijedasa who had functioned as an instructor up to then
was selected as the Director of Physical Education and
Prof.S.R.Kottegoda, Dean Faculty of Medicine became the first
Chairman of the Sports Advisory Board, The Faculties represented
were, the Faculties of Natural Sciences, Medicine, Arts, Law, and
Education. Mr.Wijedasa made a tremendous contribution to the
development of the Physical Education Department.

Mr.U.D.Wickramanayake joined the Department of Physical
Education as an Instructor in 1977-78. At the Inter University
sports Competition of 1983-84, the Colombo University won the
overall Championships in all the men's and women's events. In
1985-86 too both male and female participants of the Faculties of
Science, Arts and Medicine, won the respective Championships at
the Inter Faculty Tournaments.

The Sports Promotion Fund was established in 1988 with the main
objective of providing better facilities to students . The University
of Colombo was the principal organizer and sponsor of the 8th Sri
Lanka University Games, held from 28" October to 14"November

2004 at the University of Colombo. Around 5,820 students from12
Universities participated at the above games. In 2006, the
Undergraduates of the University of Colombo participated in all 29
championships events for men and women organized by the
respective universities and won championships for Carrom, Rugger,
Rowing, Table Tennis (Men), Basketball, Netball, Swimming,
Rowing, Tennis (Women). In the year 2006 the cadre of the
Department of Physical Education was strengthened and included
the Acting Director, Two Instructors, Two Clerks, Two Trainees,
Grounds man, Seven Labourers and Lawn Mower Machine Operator.
Students of the University of Colombo participated in several
international sport events. In 2009, they participated at the XXV
World University Games in Belgrade, Serbia; the 2™ Asian
Intervarsity International Cricket Tournament in Malaysia, and the
4"Annual UiTMInternational Sports Fiesta in Malaysia. In 2010,
UOC students participated at the Intervarsity International Cricket
Tournament in Kebangsaan Malaysia; the 5" World University
Baseball Championship in Tokyo, Japan: the 5"UiTM International
Sports Fiesta the Varsity Boat Race, and the 5"'UiTM International
Sports Fiesta in Foot Ball and Badminton held in Malaysia: the World
University Chess Championship in Zurich, Switzerland, and the
SAARC Base Ball Cup in Lahore, Pakistan. They also took part in
the XX VI World University Games in Shengen, China (Swimming,
Taekwondo, Table Tennis, Tennis),and the BITS Open Sports Meet in
India at which the men took part in hockey, athletics and Carrom and
the women took part in athletics, basketball and volley ball. Students
also participated in Intervarsity International Cricket Tournament
and the Asian Invitational Championship, all held in Malaysia.

The participation of men and women in sports at the University of
Colombo is now on an strong footing. The number of male and
female events have increased up to 36. Track & Field, Netball,
Basketball, Baseball, Badminton, Carrom, Chess, Cricket, Elle,
Football, Hockey, Karate, Rowing, Rugby, Football, Road Race,
Swimming, Tackwondo, Table Tennis, Tennis, Volley ball, Weight
Lifting, and Wrestling are events that students have been able to take
part, not only at the National Level but also at Inter University and
World University Games. The development of the Department of
Physical Education from a Physical Education Section at the
University of Colombo shows an impressive track record which
augur well for the future.

Since 2008 the University of Colombo has been the overall
champions in inter university sports.

The unit expects to strengthen to Department in future and recently
Hon Minister of Higher Education, Mr. S.B.Disanayake through his
Sports Adviser Mr. Sunil Gunawardana contributed (both financially
and physically) to upgrade the indoor Gymnasium for the use to
university staff.

The presentation of the Overall Championship Trophy (Bandara &
Sons Challenge Trophy) to University of Colombo by Hon. S.B.
Dissanayake(Minister of Higher Education), Mr. Sunil
Gunawardana (Director General of Sports and Talent Development
at the Ministry at of Higher Eucation) Prof. Kshanika
Hirimburegama (Vice Chancellor, University of Colombo). The
trophy was received by Mr. Kanishka Ariyapala(President
Amalgamated Club) and Ms. Malsirini de Silva (Secretary
Amalgamated Club)
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OURSTRENGTHS

Audio Visual Unit (AVU)
Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo
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High end computers for video editing

The Audio Visual Unit of the Faculty of Medicine established
by Professor Shyam Fernando in 1999, is the first ever Audio
Visual Unit (AVU) dedicated to medical education in this
country.

The prime objective of the AVU is to support the medical
undergraduate curriculum of the faculty, by producing audio
video materials to supplement regular teaching and learning
activities. The Unit therefore supports all staff members to
produce AV materials needed for their teaching activities. Over
the last decade it has produced materials of very high quality
which have facilitated student learning activities.

The Unit has the expertise to produce high quality digital still
pictures and motion picture material for teaching purposes
because of a dedicated, skilled technical staff. The AV Unit,
apart from preparing teaching material for undergraduate
studies, also produces educational material for the public of
broadcasting quality and covers social events of the university.
It has now become a source of income generation for the
Faculty.

Videos with high quality being recorded at AVU

APPOINTMENTS

Appointment of Dean, Faculty of Arts: Prof. Athula Ranasinghe

The Faculty of Arts, University of Colombo, elected Prof. Athula
Ranasinghe as the 20" Dean of the Faculty on 1" January 2012. Prof.
Ranasinghe was the former Head of the Department of Economics of
the Faculty of Arts. He joined the Department of Economics in 1985 as
an Assistant Lecturer and in 1986, completed the Post Graduate
Diploma in Economic Development offered by the Department of
Economics of the University of Colombo. In 1989, he completed his
Masters degree on Labour Economics at Thammasat University,
Bangkok, Thailand. He obtained his PhD from Tinbergen Institute,
Faculty of Economics and Econometrics, University of Amsterdam in
1999, specializing in the Economics of Education. Prof. Ranasinghe is
a pioneer in introducing the subject of Economics of Education to the
undergraduate curricula in the Sri Lankan university system. He has
served as a consultant economist at the Ministry of Enterprise
Development under ADB assignments in 2002 on Deregulation, and in
2003 on the SME taskforce. Prof. Ranasinghe was also the Chief
Editor of the Journal of the Sri Lanka Economic Association from
2005 to 2006. In 2006, Prof. Ranasinghe served as a visiting lecturer at
the University of Fiji at its Faculty of Economics and Finance. He has
also served as the Director of the Graduate Foundation of the
University of Colombo and as Deputy Director of the Social Policy
and Research Centre (SPARC), Faculty of Arts, University of
Colombo.

NEWS & EVENTS

The Vice-Chancellor's Visit to the University of York, UK
81 ' LTS TR
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The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Kshanika Hirimburegama, visited
the University of York, UK on 20" March 2012. She was received by
Professor Brian Cantor, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of
York, and the two Vice-Chancellors discussed possible international
collaborations in areas of mutual interest between the two
universities. Following this meeting, Professor Hirimburegama also
met with a number of academics representing different faculties and
disciplines of the University of York and visited its Post-war
Reconstruction and Development Unit, the Centre for Novel
Agricultural Products, the Study Abroad Office as well as the
Wellcome Funded Global Health Histories Project.

During her visit, the Vice-Chancellor also had the opportunity of
meeting Sri Lankan students and staff of the University of York. Prof.
Brian Cantor, Vice chancellor of University York is expected to visit
Sri Lanka early next year.
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NEWS & EVENTS CONTINUED
Visit of His Excellency Dr.A.P.J.Abdul Kalam

His Excellency Dr.A.P.J.Abdul Kalam, former President of the
Republic of India, and a world renowned scientist visited the University
of Colombo on 24" January 2012. The Vice Chancellor and the
university community were honoured to receive him as a guest, and
grateful to the Indian High Commissioner in Sri Lanka His Excellency

Ashok Kantha for arranging his visit. The speech delivered by His
Excellency Dr.Abdul Kalam was on “The Dynamic of Education and
Confluence of Civilization (Education is borderless) is appended
below:

Dynamics of Education and Confluence of Civilization
Education is borderless

I am delighted to address and interact with the students and
faculty members of the University of Colombo which has a history of
over 115 years in empowering the youth of Sri Lanka with quality
education. The University has a motto “Buddhi Sarvathra Bhrajate”
meaning “Wisdom Enlightens” which provides the direction to be
followed by every student and faculty member. I am happy that the
University of Colombo has the mission to evolve academic excellence
in the fields of Arts, Science, Medicine, Management, Finance, Law,
Education, IT, Aesthetic Studies and Molecular Biology. My greetings
to all of you.

Topic of discussion

Friends, I was thinking, what I can share with you. Shall I
share with you, what I have seen and observed in thousands of schools,
colleges, universities in India and abroad? Or shall I share with you the
dreams of millions of youth whom I have met during the last decade?
Or Shall I share with you, what I have seen in Singapore, how primary
school teachers are prepared rigorously, tested and deployed in
educating the young? Or Shall I share with you, how teaching of
mathematics and physics in Finland high schools has become a great
success and the role model for the whole of Europe? Or Shall I share
with you my experiences with global youth conference held at
Liverpool that focused the youth power as a powerful resource for
world peace? So far what I have said, even though they are important, in
order to provide an ambience, where multiple civilizations could co-
exists with no rigid borders between them the education system that one
creates or brought through must have no respect for borders. I was
fortunate enough to benefit by this thinking when I was young and also
to see it in practice during my several visits. Friends, I will be sharing
these experiences with you how from my childhood to now, education,
knowledge and value based events have shaped me. This will indeed be
of interest to the youth who have assembled here. The topic I have
selected here for discussion “Dynamics of Education and confluence
of civilization™.

Education is borderless

Friends, what is the main purpose of education? It is to initiate
the students to quest for knowledge and to provide value base that will
enable the evolution of a righteous citizen. Knowledge and value
system will enable the youth to stand in good stead throughout their life.
Historically, every nation has been growing from regional educational
environment to national environment. While the education has to serve
individuals to grow, it also enables him or her to serve the family,
community, country and the world.

We live in an era of convergence; the future of innovation

would be based on at the interface of science and engineering. Due to the
convergence of information and communication technology, we saw the
birth of a seamless area called ICT, which revolutionized the way by which
we computed and communicated. Further the convergence of nano and
biology with ICT has now become an important field. It is estimated that in
the life of a scientist or an engineer, he or she will come across and work in
at least seven new areas which are born out of convergence of multiple
science, technologies and humanity. Such convergence has made the
border between areas completely porous.

In the last century, most nations understood that science and
technology was the best vehicle for economic upliftment. However, the
problems that S&T was used to solve are primarily local and customized to
their needs. Today, the problems faced by nations are no longer, a concern
of them alone. Humanity is devoting more and more attention to climate
change, energy, water, disease, economic turbulence and terrorism etc.,
which are all of concern to the entire world and the solutions for which are
beyond any individual nations or group of nations.

If S&T has to provide upliftment of our humanity, if the research
and development are in areas with porous borders between them, if the
problems of the world know not of geographical borders, the education
that becomes the foundation of all our science and technology, research
and development of must of necessity to become borderless.

Borderless interaction

When I was traveling in an Aircraft in the United States, I was
told that much of its controls where software driven and most probably
developed in India. When I presented my credit card, I was told that it was
being processed in the backend server located in Mauritius. When I
walked into a software development centre, Bangalore in Southern India, I
was fascinated to find that it truly presented a multicultural environment.
A software developer from China working under a project leader from
Korea working with a software engineer from India and a hardware
architect from the US and the communication expert from Germany where
all working together to solve the banking problem in Australia. When [
see, all of them working together like one family, forgetting about the
culture from which they came or the language that they speak, I feel that
the only hope for such borderless interaction to continue is to inculcate the
spirit of borderless-ness in our education also. I am sure, the education
system in University of Colombo caters to such borderlessness in
education.

Meaning of Unity of Minds

Friends, since I have come from an integrated society of billion
people with multi-culture, multi-language and multi-religion and the
environment where many civilizations confluence, I am going to talk to
you on my own personal experiences in education which [ was fortunate to
get. Born in a small village in the southern part of India, my education
could have constrained me to the length and breadth of that small island.
But then my primary school teacher ShriSivasubramanyalyer not only
taught me how birds fly, but also triggered a mission for my life towards
flight sciences.I would like to recall one incident which commonly occurs
in many parts of my country. I have witnessed this event when I was a
young boy (10 yrs). In our house, periodically I used to see three different
unique personalities meet. PakshiLakshmanaShastrigal, who was the
head priest of the famous Rameswaram temple and a vedic scholar, Rev
Father Bodal, who built the first church in Rameswaram Island and my
father who was an Imam in the mosque. They belong to three major
religions: Hindu, Christianity and Islam. All three of them used to sit and
discuss the islands problems and find solutions. In addition they built
several religious connectivities with compassion. These connectivities
quietly spread to others in the island like the fragrance from the flowers.
This sight always comes to my mind whenever, I discuss with people on
Dialogue of religions. India has had this advantage of integration of
minds for thousands of years. Throughout the world, the need to have a
frank dialogue among cultures, religions and civilizations has been felt
now more than ever. I did not realize then, but now I know, how these three
people have practically demonstrated to me, the power of unity of minds
and education without borders. At such a young age they have introduced
me to this great theme effortlessly. Theme was Unity of Minds. This is
what I learnt as a young boy equivalent to attending a multi-culture and
multi-religious discourse.
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NEWS & EVENTS CONTINUED

Importance of Moral Science class

While I was in St.Joseph's College at Tiruchirapalli, Tamilnadu, I
remember the moral science lectures given by the highest authority of a
Jesuit institution Rev Father Rector Kalathil. Every week on Monday, he
will take a class for an hour. He used to talk about good human beings
present and past and what makes a good human being. In this class, he
used to give lectures on personalities such as Buddha, Confucius, St.
Augustine, Califa Omar, Mahatma Gandhi, Einstein, Abraham Lincoln
and moral stories linked to our civilizational heritage. In the moral science
class, Father Kalathil used to highlight the best aspect of, how the great
personalities have been evolved as good human beings through parental
care, teaching and companionship of great books. Even though these
lessons were given to me in 1950's during my college days, they inspire me
even today. It is essential that in the schools and colleges, lectures are
given by great teachers of the institution once in a week for one hour on
civilizational heritage and derived value system. This may be called as
Moral Science Class that will elevate the young minds to love the country,
to love the other human beings and elevate them to higher planes.

Can Higher education bridge multi-disciplines?

Friends, later in my career, whether it was building a satellite
launch vehicle, building missiles, bringing out a FRO caliper for polio
affected patients from technology of carbon-carbon for a reentry missile
or evolving the missions for the vision for 2020 for the nation with more
than 500 Specialists, one important message come out. Development of
human beings requires intersection of disciplines and minds.

Towards a cohesive society

When nations join together to build a cohesive society, it is
necessary to ensure that benefits of development encompass all sections of
the society. World over, poverty, illiteracy, un-employment and
deprivation are driving forward the forces of anger and violence. These
forces link themselves to some earlier real or perceived historical
enmities, tyrannies injustice, inequities and ethnic issues flowing into an
outburst of extremism worldwide. We have to jointly address ourselves to
the root causes of such phenomena for finding lasting solutions for
promoting peace. What is the role of education in the present world
situation?

I visualize the education without borders should lead to multi-
disciplinary education, moral science in teaching curriculum and
righteousness in the heart as a societal dogma and unity of minds. With
these thoughts which I shared so far, I would like to now discuss the
importance of good citizenship and the evolution of enlightened society.

Evolution of Enlightened Society

Dear friends, I would like to put forth you a methodology for
evolving a happy, prosperous and peaceful society in our planet, which I
call as “Evolution of Enlightened society”. | have shared these thoughts
with many intellectuals in national and international spheres. How do we
create such an enlightened society, which will have three components (a)
Education with value system (b) Religion transforming into spirituality
and (c) Economic development for societal transformation. Letus discuss.

Education with value system

We have seen that the seeds of peace in the world have their
origin in the righteousness in the heart of every individual. Such righteous
citizens lead to the evolution of enlightened society. Education with value
system has to be so designed that the righteousness in the heart is
developed in young minds. That should be the mission of education
without borders. The prime learning environment is five to seventeen
years of age followed by three to five years of university education. This
reminds me of an ancient Greek teacher's saying, "Give me a child for
seven years; afterwards, let God or devil take the child. They cannot
change the child". This indicates the power of great teachers and what
they can inculcate in the young minds. Parents and world teachers must
inculcate moral leadership amongst children. It requires the ability to have
insights into the uniqueness and universality of human consciousness.
True education without border is the acquisition of enlightened feelings

Page 5

and enlightened powers to understand daily events and to understand
the permanent truth linking man, to his environment, human and
planetary.

Now, let me take up the area that is transforming religion into spiritual
force. Many in the world believe, it is a difficult mission. [ would like
to share an experience that I have witnessed which has convinced me
thatitis possible.

Religion Transforming into Spirituality: Universal Mind

Religion has two components, theology and spirituality.
Even though theology is unique to every religion, the spiritual
component spreads the value to be inculcated by human beings for
promoting a good human life and welfare of the society, while
pursuing the material life. [would like to share an experience how the
religion and science came together in a big mission.

It was during early 1960's, the founder of Indian Space
Research Programme Prof. Vikram Sarabhai with his team, had
located a place technically most suited for space research after
considering many alternatives. The place called Thumba in Kerala,
was selected for space research as it was near the magnetic equator,
ideally suited for ionospheric and electrojet research in upper
atmosphere. I was fortunate to work with Prof Vikram Sarabhai for
about eight years.

The major challenge for Prof Vikram Sarabhai was to get the
place in a specific area. As was normal, Prof. Vikram Sarabhai
approached the Kerala Government administrators first. After seeing
the profile of the land and the sea coast, the view expressed was that,
thousands of fishing folks lived there, the place had an ancient St Mary
Magdalene Church, Bishop's House and a school. Hence it would be
very difficult to give this land and they were willing to provide land in
an alternative area. Similarly the political system also opined that it
would be a difficult situation due to the existence of important
institutions and the concern for people who were to be relocated.
However there was a suggestion to approach the only person who
could advise and help. That was the Bishop “Rev Father Peter Bernard
Pereira”. Prof VikramSarabhai,approached the Bishop on a Saturday
evening, I still remember. The meeting between the two turned out to
be historical. Many of us witnessed the event. Rev Father exclaimed,
“Oh Vikram, you are asking my children's abode, my abode and God's
abode. How is it possible?” Both had a unique quality that they could
smile even in difficult situations. Rev Father Peter Bernard Pereira
asked Prof. Vikram Sarabhai to come to church on Sunday morning at
9.00 AM. Prof. Vikram Sarabhai went to the church again on Sunday
with his team. At that time the prayer was progressing with the
recitation of Bible by Father Pereira. After the prayer was over, the
Bishop invited Prof. Vikram Sarabhai to come to the altar. The Rev
Father introduced Prof Vikram Sarabhai to the congregation, “Dear
children, here is a scientist, Prof. Vikram Sarabhai. What does science
do? All of us experience, including this church, the light from
electricity. I am able to talk to you through the mike which is made
possible by technology. The treatment to patients by doctors comes
from medical sciences. Science through technology enhances the
comfort and quality of human life. What do, I do, as a preacher? I
pray for you, for your well being, for your peace. In short, what Vikram
is doing and what I am doing, are the same - both science and
spirituality seek the Almighty's blessings for human prosperity in body
and mind. Dear Children, Prof Vikram says, he would build within a
year, near the sea-coast, alternative facilities to what we are having.
Now, dear children, can we give our abode, can we give my abode, can
we give the God's abode for a great scientific mission?” There was a
total silence, a pin drop silence. Then all of them got up and said
'Amen' which made the whole church reverberate.

That was the church where we had our design centre, where
we started rocket assembly and the Bishop's house was our scientists'
working place. Later the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching
Station (TERLS) led to the establishment of Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre (VSSC) and the space activities transformed into multiple
space centers throughout the country. Now this church has become an
important centre of learning, where thousands of people learn about
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NEWS & EVENTS CONTINUED For this to happen, what we need is a carrier of borderless

the dynamic history of the space programme of India and the great minds of  eternal goodness and wholesomeness in human conduct, which is
a scientist and spiritual leader. Of course, the Thumba citizens got the well  «“Righteousness”.

equipped facilities, worshiping place and educational centre in an alternate As our sages say:
place at the right time.

When I think of this event, I can see how enlightened spiritual and Righteousness in the heart
scientific leaders can converge towards giving reverence to the human life. Where there is righteousness in the heart

Of course the birth of TERLS and then VSSC gave India the capability for
launch vehicles, spacecraft and space applications that have accelerated
social and economic development in India to unprecedented levels. When there is beauty in the character,
Today, among us, Prof Vikram Sarabhai is not there, Rev Peter
Bernard Pereira is not there, but those who are responsible for creation and ) )
making flowers blossom will themselves be a different kind of flower as When there is harmony in the home.
described in the Bhagwat Gita: "See the flower, how generously it There is an order in the nation.
distributes perfume and honey. It gives to all, gives freely of its love.
When its work is done, it falls away quietly. Try to be like the flower,

There is beauty in the character.

There is harmony in the home.

When there is order in the nation,

unassuming despite all its qualities”. What a beautiful message, to the There is peace in the world.

humanity on the purpose of life reflected the spiritual component. Canwe

bridge the spiritual component of the religions to bring peace to nations and Who can give righteousness in the heart? Now the question
to the world? is: How do we inculcate the righteousness in the heart. In my

opinion, there are three sources which can build a youth with
righteousness in the heart. One is mother, second is father in a
spiritual environment and the third and the most important is the
teacher, particularly the primary school teacher.

This is true, for the whole world. When we need peace in the
world, we need order in the nation; we need harmony in the home in
any part of the world, the origin is righteousness in the heart. How do
we evolve righteousness in the hearts of every citizen of the world?
The confluence of righteous heart should lead to confluence of
civilizations.

My best wishes to all of you for success in your mission of
making a positive contribution to societal transformation in Sri
Lanka and the world.

May God Bless you.

Now let us discuss the third important component of enlightened
society, which is to achieve economic development for societal
transformation. Let me take my country India as an example, it may be true
to many parts of the world.

Economic development for societal transformation

We have a mission of spreading the economic growth throughout
the country including the rural sector. Nearly 370 million people have to be
lifted by upgrading their quality of life in both rural and urban areas. Even
though the GDP growth indicates our economic growth, people's
participation is essential for achieving the required targets. It is essential to
ensure that the citizens are empowered with good quality of life
encompassing nutritious food, good habitat, clean environment, affordable
healthcare, quality education and productive employment, integrated with
our value system drawn from civilizational heritage leading to the

comprehensive development of the nation that will bring smiles in 1.2
billion people. These are indicators for the growth of the National
Prosperity Index. To achieve that growth rate, we have identified five areas

Oath for the Global Youth

where India has a core competence for integrated action: (1) Agriculture || ! ['will have a goal and work hard to achieve that goal.
and food processing (2) Education and Healthcare (3) Information and I realize that small aim is a crime.
Communication Technology (4) Infrastructure development such as § o I will always be righteous in the heart which leads to

power, transportation, communication and including Providing Urban

Amenities in Rural Areas (PURA) and (5) Self reliance in critical LA DR e LA e e

technologies. We propose to realize the vision of transforming India into a harmony in the home, harmony in the home leads to
developed nation before 2020 by energizing and igniting the minds of all order in the nation and order in the nation leads to peace
the 600 million youth of the nation. This is applicable to many nations in in the world.

the world. Particularly during the present economic turbulence, nations 3
have to work together and learn from each other to overcome the present
situation and move towards a developed economy for the world within a
short time. Education without border programme can definitely become a the society, a good member of the nation and a good
facilitator for such knowledge transfer. member of the world.

Another instrument which will enable education and research 5
without borders is through the creation of a “world knowledge platform”
wherein the knowledge of specialists from different countries across the

I will work with integrity and succeed with integrity.
[ will be a good member of my family, a good member of

I will always try to save or better someone's life.
Wherever [ am, a thought will always come to my mind.

globe can be pooled for solving a complex societal issue and developing That is “What can I give?”
products and services for world market. 6 [ will always protect and enhance the dignity of every

. human life.
Conclusion . . )

Dear friends, ultimately, education in its real sense is the pursuit of 7 I will always remember that “Let not my winged days, be
truth. It is an endless journey through knowledge and enlightenment. spent in vain”.
Such a journey opens up new vistas of development of humanism where § g I will always work for Clean Green Energy and Clean
there is no scope nor room for pettiness, disharmony, jealousy, hatred or

. S Planet Earth.

enmity. Ittransforms a human being into a wholesome whole, a noble soul . .
and an asset to the universe. Universal brotherhood in its true sense | * As a youth of the Globe, I will work and work with
becomes the sheet anchor for such education. Real education enhances the courage to achieve success in all my tasks and enjoy the
dignity of a human being and increases his or her self-respect. If only the success of others.

real sense of education could be realized by each individual, and carried
forward in every field of human activity, the world will be so much a better
placetolive in.
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NEWS & EVENTS CONTINUED

MOU was signed between S V University, Tirupathi &
University of Colombo

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between
the University of Colombo and S V University, Tirupathi.
Authorities of the respective Universities Prof. J. Pratap
Reddy, Registrar, S. V. University and Prof.Kshanika
Hirimburegama, Vice Chancellor, University of Colombo, Sri
Lanka exchanged the MoU signed at S.V. University, Tirupati.
Prof. G. Sudarsanam, Department of Botany, Coordinator of
this MoU was also present at this occasion

This development has opened up a window of opportunity for
SVU to strengthen its involvement with University of Colombo,
Sri Lanka. The MOU will be effective for 10 years up to 2022.
This MOU will give big boost to the following aspects.

1. Itlays foundation for a collaborative partnership between
the parties for exchange of scholars, students, faculty and
other academic staff to pursue higher studies and/or
conduct research and/or pursue linkages for initiation,
implementation, monitoring or evaluation of new or
approved projects. Short term or long term visits for the
above purposes providing access to libraries, class
rooms, information and distance learning materials and
techniques will be facilitated as mutually agreed.

2. Exchange of information, academic materials and
publications in the fields of mutual interest The
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka will help to establish
S.V. University Techno-park for Transfer of
Technology for Rural Development (TTRD) at S.V.
University, Tirupati, India, similar to the Institute for
Agro- Technology and Rural Sciences, Weligatta,
Hambantota and funds are to be raised by S.V.
University from funding agencies to establish Techno-
park & for training funds through the Centre for
Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS) at the University of
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

3.  Web casting the educational programme from both the
Universities involving two different centres 1). SLI Web
casting centre, the Department of Plant Sciences and
2). DST PURSE Centre, S.V. University, Tirupati &
Centre for Contemporary Indian Studies (CCIS) at the
University of Colombo and from other departments
identified by the respective Universities.

Scientific topics and speakers will be identified, published in the
website and circulated by Email to the interested students. This
will enhance scientific spirit and temper in the promotion of
Science and Technology in both the Institutions.

MOU signed between Faculty of Management & Finance
and Brandix Lanka Ltd

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed on May 8§, 2012
between the Faculty of Management & Finance and Brandix
Lanka Ltd. to provide internship and training opportunities for the
Faculty of Management & Finance students and for staff training.
The MOU also provides for the sponsorship of student activities to
enhance their skills. The Vice Chancellor Professor Kshanika
Hirimburegama and Mr. Ishan Dantanarayana, Chief People
Officer, Brandix Lanka [.td. signed the MOU.

MOU between Department of Human Resources
Management and HSenid Biz

In an effort to make Human Resource Information Systems more
accessible to the student population and to gain hands-on
experience, the Department of Human Resources Management,
Faculty of Management and Finance, and HSenid Biz, a leading
global Human Resource (HR) solutions provider, signed a
Memorandum of Understanding recently and HSenid Biz donated
their award winning HR information system, HRM Enterprise to
the university.

From left: Dean, Faculty of Management & Finance, Prof. H. D.
Karunaratne, Founder/CEO of hSenid Software International Mr.
Dinesh B. Saparamadu, Vice Chancellor, Professor Kshanika
Hirimburegama, Director/General Manager, hSenid Biz, Mr.
Sampath Jayasundara, Product Manager, hSenid Biz Mr. Asitha
Goonewardena and Head, Dept of Human Resources
Management, Dr. Pavithra Kailasapathy
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The “Hewa Avenue House ”, Colombo 07 donated to the University of Colombo by
the late Dr. Siva Sinnathamby.
University of Colombo gratefully acknowledge the donation of this valuable property by Dr. Siva
Sinnathamby. A section of this house will be used to conduct the proposed external degrees programmes
of the University of Colombo. This residence will be the icon of the virtual campus of the University of

Colombo in the years to come.

The building will be on self sustain basis since a part will also be renovated to accommodate Foreign
experts on payment. The renovations is underway. The University will engage an Award at the General
Convocation and a Memorial Lecture in the name of Dr. Siva Sinnathamby in future.
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DISCLAIMER

While every effort is taken to ensure that the information
provided in this newsletter is correct and accurate, the
Editors wish to inform the readers that neither they nor the
publisher is responsible for any inaccuracy or lack of
correctness in the information provided. The Editors also
wish to inform the readers that this is not an official document
which creates any rights or obligation, legal or otherwise,
binding the University of Colombo. Any one who wishes to act
on the basis of information provided in this newsletter is
advised hereby to contact the relevant authority for obtaining
binding official information .

Page 8



	1: cover page
	2: page 2
	3: page 3
	4: Page 4
	5: page 5
	6: page 6
	7: page 7
	8: page 8

